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Celebrating @ Rawhide

Danny & Denny @ Rawhide

Good Friends bartender Blake

Justin & Cha Cha behind the bar
@ Good Friends

Herman & Paul @ 700 Club

Josh & boyfriend @ 700 Club

Steve & Dr. Dusty @ Good Friends

Troy & Neel serving up BCS hot
dogs @ Good Friends

LSU fans @ Bourbon Pub Parade

Mark & Chris take in the BCS
game @ Bourbon Pub

Mike & Zack @
Bourbon Pub Parade

Panama City’s John @ Rawhide

Phoenix bartender Wayne @ Cafe
Lafitte in Exile

Wayne & partner @ Ninth Circle

LSU fans @ Cafe Lafitte in Exile

Errol welcomes you to World
famous Clover Grill

Bryan Metoyer celebrates
partner’s Paul Harris’ b-day on

board the party bus

Hector with Ambush’s Paul on the
poll enroute in Paul Harris b-day

party bus to Metairie

Ambush’s jealous Tony had to get
on the poll after Ambush’s Paul

Corey Torres, Kyle Satterfield,
Bryan Metoyer & Frankie

Wingerter celebrate Paul Harris’
b-day @ Oz
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seems during this nomination process
has cast aside his previous limited
LGBT equality record, states very
clearly that he supports nondiscrimina-
tion and that, as governor, he appointed
LGBT people to his administration and
as judges. He then said clearly that he
does not discriminate on the basis of
sexual orientation. So he answered the
question and you’d think that was it, but
the journalist — this guy was good —
then asked: But what will you do to
further the rights of LGBT people?”
(Again, journalists please note the
phrasing of the question.) Romney
clearly says, “I just did that.” Applause.
He adds that the only difference he has
with the gay community is that he be-
lieves “marriage” is solely between a
man and a woman. Applause from the
audience again.

Here’s the surprise, and why this is
a moment that will be marked as the
beginning of the long road to reality for
Republicans: They then went to
Santorum with the question. He at-
tempted to make a joke but it was
obvious that the audience was not
amused, so he sidestepped the ques-
tion that has been a hallmark of his
campaign. It was his chance to stand
out and he knew that disparaging gays
would no longer work. And so did every
candidate standing up there, since no
one took Romney on.

How serious of a change is this?
The Obama campaign was quick to
send out a press release Monday morn-
ing suggesting that Romney was step-
ping away from comments made at the
debate, but that was based on a 2002
flyer that Romney’s team had dis-
avowed. Point is, the handwriting is on
the wall and Republicans see the inevi-
table. Americans are tired of them trash-
ing the gay community. So the

frontrunner has drawn a new line in the
sand: We believe in nondiscrimination
up to the issue of marriage.

So enjoy the next few months and
watch the dying gasps of the anti-equal-
ity Republican rhetoric, since this is the
last presidential race you’ll hear it. They
won’t go quietly, but Romney’s state-
ments, if he’s nominated, make that
change inevitable.

There was another change last
week that needs noting, since my pre-
vious column really hit hard on that
issue: Chicago’s Cardinal George com-
paring our community to the KKK. We
congratulated the Chicago community
on planning to demonstrate against
the cardinal, and this column went fur-
ther, suggesting that if no apology or
meeting with the community happened,
a look at the Church’s finances would
be in order.

Guess what happened? The
church blinked, as it did in D.C. when
challenged. George apologized. The
community in Chicago is mixed on
whether the apology was strong
enough, but this is their turf, and it is
imperative that the national commu-
nity take note that the Church now
twice has blinked when challenged.
This is a major change. While we should
respect the Church and its religious
views, it is also time for the Church to
treat our community with that same
respect. If not, we must use our tools to
create a climate of respect.

Change is in the wind. It is impera-
tive to recognize it and know how to
move on to the next battle for equality.
The two greatest foes of equality both
shifted in one week —important bench-
marks on our path to equality.

Mark Segal, PGN (Philadelphia
Gay News) publisher, is the nation’s
most-award-winning commentator in
LGBT media.
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from the Past:
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Miss National
Dreamstate
Coronation

(photo l to r kneeling) Fan-
tasy I's (site of pageant in
Lafayette) Randy Chest-
nut, People's Court of Loui-
siana (PCL)  Artistitic Di-
rector Alexis Naquin-
Delain, (standing) PCL
President Marsha Naquin-
Delain, Miss National
Dreamstate '83 Coco &
PCL Social Director Chris
Rhodes
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Miss Cie & Erick @ Bacchus

B-Bob’s House DJ Chromatic
blowing speakers UP!

The Presidential Council
@ B-Bob’s, we love YOU!

PaPa Cherry performing for
B-Bob’s Burlesque

Miss Venus - Sukiyaki
@ B-Bob’s...

Happy New Year @ Bacchus

Stevie, Travis & Judson
celebrating a New Year

Miss B-Bob’s Nadya Simone
performing @ Burlesque

Miss Regine Phillips performing
@ B-Bob’s Burlesque

Goddess of the Gulf Coast,
Miss Gina Germaine
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